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Then the great ceremony of distribution commenced. On the
first day the image of Buddha was installed in one of the thatched
buildings, and they then distributed precious articles and cloth of
the first quality, offered exquisite meats and scattered flowers to the
sound of music. At the close of the day they retired to their tents,
On the second day they installed the image of Aditya Deva and
distributed precious things and clothing equal to half the amount of
the previous day. On the third day they installed the image of
Isvara Deva and distributed gifts as on the previous day. On the
fourth day they granted gifts to ten thousand of the religious community
arranged in a hundred ranks : each received a hundred pieces of gold,
one pearl, one cotton garment, various drinks and meats, flowers and
perfumes. On the fifth day the Brahmanas received gifts for twenty
days. On the sixth day the " heretics" (Hinayanists) were given
rewards for ten days. The seventh day was reserved for the
bestowal of alms to those who came from distant places to beg for
charity and this lasted for ten days. On the eighth day grants were
made to the poor, the destitute and orphans for one month*1

Such a distribution of wealth implied several considerations.
This liberality appears to have been extended for seventy-five days
in all and must have caused a considerable yet avoidable drain of
wealth. According to Yuan Chwang "by this time the accumulation
of five years was exhausted" and excepting the horses and military
accoutrements reserved for defending the land, nothing else remained.
Harsa of course seems to have freely given away all his personal
property without stint and finally bereft of everything, virtually
begged from his own sister a second hand garment after which he
offered worship to the Buddha.2 It is worth noting that in this
exhibition of royal charity the Buddhists were given preference but
the others who differed from them like the ITirgranthas, Brahmanas
and even the indigent were not forgotten* Harsa, at least from his
prayer to the Buddha, appears to lave made this distribution of
wealth in order to acquire religious merit, or as he Is said to
have expressed, " In the field of religious merit," But the personal
belongings of Harsa were not considered to be worthy of being
given away in this fashion, so the other kings who had assembled
there individually distributed their own money and treasure for
redeeming the royal jewels and court-vestments which were thus
recovered and restored to Harsa, But probably on reconsideration

1 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen-Tswng, op. cit.t pp.
* Ibid., p, 187.
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